4/3/69 


Dear Sylvia, 




taa ? ypur kind comments about 2WH do 4 appreciate 
kl = l ' 1 “ lCiSn - ou Bre correct, I am end hare been aware of it 

“1 Wi inill* i .-vn . . 9 


th- 

i'wiilhrplain: rshculf^v“ S8 , crificin S southing else, as 

in P-ooa oon-i+ion ~'-r- •-aA" “? ^ k you * ca °*' Fi “ Sot hers, apparently 

of t ; hs orijual " Iii po8torf f ce , in * cle ^ Pitied) with most 

four sides. V.iiat mcchines & tte v”ha ve p^eT-oft *"*• TJ* 0 * ca * 811 

unwrapped it h-a*n- t If h- P^rxe.rea i0 r tae mails I have not 


v.ant to ta,t3 pictures end just have: 


t taken the time. 


„ normal standards, perhaps, I wrot° '°prr t t a,, 

rlcweverm the actual lirft-'i-o .* . “ — *•-*■ 3 " k-ntmstic speed", 

work. X X *° a S !’ 8 muea eiowr rate then the rest of mv 

• " a ^'■-. te0£Use 1 *** d °ia£ other t nines at the same time. 


hie li bigatic 


igation, etc. 1 started it in 
xgs end continuing other investigations, 
of reasons. J -t wust ouur out. In itself 


tnirgs requiring tine, like helping with 
ew -rleaus, while working on other till-' 

I, ca:lr -ot write slowly, for a nun be;. _ 

tuat is no major problem with ordinary subiects >uux 0Ul , 

slow end there i= ,i en t- o ' J 5 ' p8Ce cf Pushing is 

thing «a ap pnd I,:r _ °'J. x editing ana revision. But there is no such 

of which vou 'no-' ° " k * C * ‘” L ^ a ? u / checking my files, in addition to those things 

r ; joToLfs O? - XX XXX books ? ad numerous investigations, I ba£ ^ 

for all pretty well^'^hh^^h-e^ VXTtt ° f X i f Vesti8Pt i° n and research 
reu,~G2R w w:. It X ’ X X * 1,1X1 3ri0 ^er book live mentioned to 
T, lT1 _ +1 , - H -* ce-^rcasu mo ana a half years age, notes thrice book- 

i/fL; 7*** ? f * to “«“*“• Of the biL I-ve sss JSS 

J 'VB Cil „ io over, rsejor port or that enormity. i 

«:« sn°Si fris ns mss “** •*-* su 

com.se, there . C Lt” *Z ?*•* 7 

»-»“■ *“»•»• the a ;.t oLiom me coi //hL iJ £»„ 

stua.ltek'be’HStea^b/tSlrn.^s^rSnr" C0 “' la '/?” «* Th. 

y tn carders, l know no one else doing scything. 

they will nmhefjr^^^ I 've^pretty^wei^ decided 

maks°and ? S?eoielly becaUE9 it has been so extremely costly/l also" went ^ 0 ° 

-re net y^goL^trand'a^very sSoJIe-i S ^4^ l'** 8 * 1 

:=; a 5 a r;?-2r z l a r- r X X ™ 

Crane aZ' « .e- J ' ” T ' B ” to ° 1 ” w t®" 1 ' E” ln e “to the Lee 

i&srix&r "Sf/eteeSc: ir«« 

With the rnr.il to taints bout’ went "out XT’ X* ^ 8nd re8,i itf Hn5 by 9:30 ’ 

. i . . *■ wgiiu out; oo p* 6 "fc some exeroiq<o ?nrVi n ^ r»»n 4-v. t 

SS? k r “ S “* ««*<« OP ™=tei honejsne”;: So/ ?ol“ 20 1 “ 

SSn ///..;/, u ? 4 r«» lte *wr is so pleasant, e aontlnneh t£ ntll 1 , , 

eat a littn - 1 “a today's papers, elippinr- them anh flline I'll 

fft. uttl, O0 re enereie. be for. supper. This le ,o» than over/. 
eel 1 nuat try end rebuild the body R»t 1q ol „ . s-er„ge, but I 

- - y ' But 13 slows q oto the writing output. 



I set about losing weight. After dropping 30 pounds, fe&l less 
vigorous, not more. It has not speeded me up, not. slowed down the physical 
deterioration. It has, perhaps, speeded that up. I any outlast the kids still, 
still carry whet they cannot, but do not for one minute think I So not feel it. 

The life I’ve lei would make s novel. When I’m 70 I'll write it. 

One literature professor is writing one on that, part of it of which he knows 
d aling with "ew Orleans. Flattering. I think he’ll never finish it, but it 
r:es well under way in July. 


•^sd it not been for the kindness anti tolerance of Matt Herron, 
who became n friend of ‘iace when he lived in x hiia., I’d not have ben able 
to spend ... s much time es I did in N.O. • a e put me up ana put up with m and my 
hours, ijatt began is a writer, found that painful end became one of the truly 

t. 


greet photogrpahers, then turned half hip-ie. is a greet, dedicated guy 


who ia torn witn e desire to quit the world while remaining deeply enneerned 
with trie inescapable evil. Last fell when 1 stayed with him he raised much the 
same points you do. I tola him what I tell you here and more there is now no 
tins for. be went ever it for hours. .1 detailed what 1 hid cone to get editing, 
getting a promise of it from Doll that, like all the -.others, was not kept. 1 

turned 0 in N.O. over ttos to Canyon, with carte blanche 

it 


should 


ffhs t they did 


someone w ho could afford 
wao could take it .is 1 
gone £40,000 in debt an 
I cannot see. There is 
tossed that. Tost 
hove no idea how 
in ten years, wit 
for us to retire 


-'<-*uyon, 
that book! I told 


on editing, end you 
my dream to fine 


ec 


Ltor in residence, 


young, single person 


out 


one do ’shat is necessary. But, when I have 


low 


can 


say-one even e rittence 


have no incos 

limit to what my property will bear and 1 fear I have 
■>? my indebtedness is dtte to be paid this September, and I 
cun unless I sell the nronerty by then. If i did not have to, 

.ere it is, it would be enough 
work without worry. 


. the s or reciation of values 
n. ■’ Retire", for ms, means 


fistt had what he regarded as a swell idea. Vince can do it, he said, 
and without doubt he would. Apparently while not wealthy, Vjnce is well off. 
r-s l-s tt saw it, he would be glad to provide the nominal salary to some bright 
young person woo could live here as part of the pay. Veil, Vince has been 
silent. x mentioned ia it to him once, right then. If he and Matt have discussed 
it, neither has mentioned it to me. 


There are a number of people, including writer friends and acquain- 
tances, who have do lined over the years. 1 have tried, often, whenever I stf 
a slight chance. Those of us who are non-cocneri C8l are very few. 

So, I come to svhot is my function, what do X do, what is most, important 
ot uhose tilings one men can esseil ana hope to accomplish in the hours I do 
spend working (until wall after we moved here I did not overage four hours a 
night of sleep, seven. days a week, and mere often than anyone should I worked 
ar-und the clock, not even naming). 


The toll on my Griseldo is worse, for she has less stamina than I, 
has physical and medical problems 1 do not, and worries about me, if she does tt 
in total silence. Her lot war not Improved when she answered the phone 8:30 
one morning and overheard a very polished, woll-preppred threat by an extremist 
of the extreme of the radical right. Time was v:hen she retyped ny mss then we 
resd them and she type them for offset. Now she types final copy from rough 
rough. I have yet to publish anything but s rough croft. The only one of the 
books I bed time to take even a slight look at be fore publishing was P’V. I have 
yet to read any one of tham-s££er publication, although x did get to go through 
most of W?n when travelling 12/66. 


£ 

V.;‘ 



you sre riS^^rSS-uU^ncn^^enecS f° npl ? Wi ? Correc "* ^ 18 ^^use 

important (and they'are wSthe! ^ °F ^-makers this is quits 

noses =r „„ , important, waether or not they should be) this lm- 

£*£ ^.T-rar- 

n£ ul: If ’ to ' ' Mt U Mkr »t„lle or err.esoulated. 

•„. , ‘ 1“ ” nd " n ^-toundmg numh r have written to say so . I - 1U st 

s^feas sr total **»— *«• * ^ 


.;P)rf 

I’d be unable 
no other wav. 


4 V^X'TT ef£ r t0 try snd qui6t “ dom as i do it, 

- * 4 lc - ae w ®y 1 39* and think it. I can write it 

-o.ne.ines ,ns ideas cone jumbling out, and they get eonlhsed in 


S 1 ? f Tl " r*" 1 *” ■» •«»«• i ... «* s .t * 


3s I see it, 


that simple. 


The 


see 


yp, 1C, 000 words n ds v 4T no" swec 4 3 t^'i™ t»JVn £j^ di - l6 \ 0nc ® I’m steamed 
__ . - _ w ^ RJ -- • - can do tnst ano other tninm= and 

c %ji%., F7 ; m ' ; L C ;4pf, 0riS *. 7 1 ? sr “ t i+ ' s^ks, inevitably . I did 35,000 words of 

44n 4-;-;,! r D in i? ne While ~ 8 ?~i»r to go to N.C. I 'have never 

anv c4“ni!4l y " Utllne T^ lng ’ 313d for only one book do I have 

cny organization on paper sty ell (Y 47 ). 


bb. ny 


4'? pcn :7 ’-^ile x have been typing this, as haptens 
must p-o pet’av “f "h 4 ° kroedeast to California soon, so I 

the first wh^-e "there” wer» 44 444+* 1 . h#T ® ?et tc " rite s ingle book after 
a writer rather than a 'publicist or 71 4 f ? nd important, but, for 


publisher, still intrusions. 


of a iliaellt’leIVSetre 4!^ * 8 * ^t*** 1 " thiaSs * You dave 811 idea 
out the coin try -h- d- + W r° 01 concerned amateurs through- 

- put them in Iu4 4*4 ^ 1 •*»» them. From time to tine 

and tr»v o"" othe... r’va has a number of studies made this way 

one has ^ done fi^^or^onl^ilLSrSJi. 011 49SCril>tica8 Oswald, etc. and’ 

suggestions! forlLle^len nS F 4p r^ily U Sfof" ^ SpSCific 

thp bflfth ~ ,• j_ i ■-,; --daily, ine one rrofclem is if it qiter^ 

SL; S-h “!. P f- e - *“* *™ 1S *leh 1 . . real oh,™” 

£; r.? 1 ^ A ajve those you made about B1 with the m-st°r ^hesp mu 

s. : ” ^ i ss«, 

.. -a rewriting with -11 the writing I project, ^ have no choice. 

request frLI^on^lor^SrJn^^hfrrif ^ 

4144 ^ 3e ’ + l DCe T cannot" send” themf^re ertu^nt^^Silb?^ 93 ^ 
tolo t4el^y!S^ e l^ y tbP be8iarinS ° r liS;Ie ° f 


need end s' 


lease do not feel. embarrassed when you feel imps 11- a to candor. I 
’predate it. hurriedly. 







